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SUSAN BEALE  was brought up on 
Cape Cod and lives in the UK. She is a 
recent graduate of the Bath Spa MA in 
Creative Writing. The Good Guy is 
her first novel. 

Ted, a car-tyre salesman, in 1960s 
suburban New England, is a dreamer 
who craves admiration. His wife, Abigail, 
longs for a life of the mind. Single-girl 
Penny just wants to be loved. When a 
chance encounter brings Ted and Penny 
together, he becomes enamoured and 
begins inventing a whole new life with 
her at its centre. But when this fantasy 
collides with reality, the fallout threatens 
everything, and everyone, he holds dear.

The Good Guy is a deeply compelling 
debut about love, marriage and what 
happens when good intentions and self-
deception are taken to extremes.
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Paris, 1939: 
The pavement rumbles with the footfall of Nazi 

soldiers marching along the Champs-Élysées. A young 
writer, recently arrived from Ireland to make his mark, 
smokes one last cigarette with his lover before the city 
they know is torn apart. Soon, he will put his own life 
and those of his loved ones in mortal danger by joining 

the Resistance...

Spies, artists, deprivation, danger and passion: this is a 
story of life at the edges of human experience, and of how 

one man came to translate it all into art.

P R A I S E  F O R  J O  B A K E R ’ S
L O N G B O U R N :

‘Engrossing.’ 
S U N D AY  T I M E S

‘Intoxicating.’
G U A R D I A N

‘Audacious.’ 
N E W  YO R K  T I M E S
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‘Delightful, riveting and diverting’ G UA R D IA N

‘Flood of Fire has all the romance, 
subterfuge and ingenious plotting to keep Ghosh’s 

audience firmly lagowed’  F I NA NC IA L  TI M ES 

It is 1839 and tension has been mounting between China and 
British India following the crackdown on opium smuggling by 
Beijing. With no resolution in sight, the colonial government 
declares war. Flood of Fire follows a magical cast of characters 

caught up in this maelstrom: an East India Company sepoy, an 
impoverished sailor and his lost love, and a determined widow. 
Set against the backdrop of the First Opium Wars, Flood of Fire 

follows them on a journey from India to China, through to 
China’s devastating defeat and Britain’s seizure of Hong Kong.

Flood of Fire is a thrillingly realised and richly populated novel, 
imbued with a wealth of historical detail, suffused with the 

magic of place and plotted with verve. It is a beautiful novel in 
its own right, and a compelling conclusion to an epic and 

sweeping story – it is nothing short of a masterpiece.

‘A huge, sprawling, rumbustious novel . . .  
a remarkable achievement’  SCOTS M A N

‘Once again Ghosh proves himself to be a 
virtuoso scene- setter and action writer . . . 

feverishly detailed, vividly panoramic, tumultuous, 
funny, and heartbreaking’  B O O K L I S T

‘A terrific read. I wish Amitav Ghosh 
could live for ever’  TH E TI M ES

Cover photographs: © Robert Benson/Aurora Photos/Corbis (ship), © iStock (landscape), 
© Shutterstock.com (sunset & pattern). Cover design: www.alicemooredesign.com
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Born in the north of Sweden, 
Cecilia Ekbäck now lives in Calgary 
with her family. Wolf Winter is her 
first novel and she is at work on 
her second.
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CARRIE SNYDER is the author of 
two books of short fiction. Her second, 
The Juliet Stories, soon to be published

by Two Roads, was a finalist for the 
2012 Governor General’s Award

and a Globe and Mail Top 100 book. 
Girl Runner, her debut novel, has been 

shortlisted for the Rogers Writers’ 
Trust Fiction Prize.

Carrie lives in Waterloo, Ontario 
with her family and blogs as 

Obscure Can Lit Mama.

carrieannesnyder.blogspot.com
twitter.com/carrieasnyder

facebook.com/carriesnyderauthor

Aganetha Smart is a former 
Olympic athlete who was famous in 

the 1920s, but now, at age 104, lives in a 
nursing home, alone and forgotten by history.

When her quiet life is disturbed by the 
unexpected arrival of two young strangers, 
Aganetha begins to reflect on her childhood 
in rural Ontario and her struggles to make 
an independent life for herself in the city.

Without revealing who they are, or what 
they may want from her, the visitors take 
her on an outing from the nursing home. 

As ready as ever for adventure, Aganetha’s 
memories are stirred when the pair return 

her to the family farm where she was raised. 
The devastation of WWI and the Spanish flu 
epidemic, the optimism of the 1920s and the 
sacrifices of the 1930s play out in Aganetha’s 

mind, as she wrestles with the confusion 
and displacement of the present.

Part historical page-turner, part 
contemporary mystery, Girl Runner is an 

engaging and endearing story about family, 
ambition, athletics and the dedicated 

pursuit of one’s passions. It is also, ultimately, 
about a woman who follows the singular, 
heart-breaking and inspiring course of 

her life until the very end.

Aganetha Smart was a poor farm girl 
who could run like the wind, but this was rural 

Canada in the 1920s when girls didn’t run, 
they didn’t train, they didn’t compete or dream 
of the Olympics and they certainly didn’t win.

Aganetha Smart was about to 
change all that.

This is not the love song of Aganetha Smart.
No, and don’t talk to me of being weary and 

claiming one’s well-earned rest.

All my life I’ve been going somewhere, aimed toward a
fixed point on the horizon that seems never to draw nearer. 

In the beginning, I chased it with abandon, with confidence, 
and somewhat later with frustration, and then with grief, 

and later yet with the clarity of an escape artist. It is far too 
late to stop, even if I run in my mind only, out of habit.

You do what you do until you’re done. 
You are who you are until you’re not.

My name is Aganetha Smart, and I am 104 years old.
Do not imagine this is an advantage.

‘An exquisitely crafted, deeply imagined novel . . . that 
unfolds with the sure footedness of an elite runner’

CATHY MARIE BUCHANAN
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From the bestselling author of
Sea of  Poppies

‘As hypnotic as an opium dream 
and pretty unputdownable’

DA I LY M A I L

Ghosh, through the depth of his research, 
lightly worn, has captured the many cross-currents

of a fascinating historical period’
S U N DA Y TE LE G RA PH

‘The scenes read with a sensual freshness 
as if they wwere happening now’

G UA R D IA N

Follow a magical cast of storm-tossed characters, from 
the lush island of Mauritius to the alleys and waterways of 

nineteenth-century Canton. There, in the crowded harbours, 
disparate lives converge as people come to find their fortunes, 

opium merchants from Europe and India exchange their 
illicit cargo for riches, and an Englishman goes in search of 

a mythical flower. But all their lives are about to change 
dramatically as the Chinese emperor steps up the fight to 

banish the poisonous opium trade from his shores for ever . . .

From the author of the international bestseller Sea of Poppies 
comes a mesmerizing story of friendship, exploration and the 

drug that built an empire – but enslaved a nation.

‘Fabulously entertaining’
O BS E RVE R
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Deeti is a widow to opium, saved from her husband’s 
funeral pyre by the low-caste Kalua, who has been waiting

for her. Paulette is the orphaned daughter of a French 
botanist and Jodu, the son of her wet nurse, is the only link 

to her past. A bankrupt raja is chased from his estates, which 
fall into the hands of an avaricious opium dealer. Fate throws 

these characters, and a host of others, together as a motley 
crew on an old slaving ship, the Ibis.

Set against the backdrop of the Opium Wars, this unlikely 
dynasty is what makes Sea of Poppies so breathtakingly 

alive – an absorbing masterpiece form one of the world’s 
finest storytellers.

‘Profoundly moving’
TH E TI M ES

‘Terrif ic’  G UA R D I A N

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2008 MAN BOOKER PRIZE

‘A remarkably rich saga’
O BS E RVE R

‘It is the sheer energy and verve of 
Amitav Ghosh’s storytelling that binds 

this ambitious medley’
DA I LY M A I L
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A baby goes missing.
But does her mother want 

her back?
When Estelle’s baby daughter is taken 

from her cot, she doesn’t report her missing. 

Days later, Estelle is found in a wrecked car with 
a wound to the head and no memory.

Estelle knows she holds the key to what 
happened that night – but what she doesn’t know 

is whether she was responsible . . .

Gone Girl meets The Girl on the Train in this 
stunning psychological thriller. 

Home is where 
the harm is ...

‘Fast-paced
and gripping’

Independent
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 @AvonBooksUK @CrimeFix        Avon Books UK

‘Twisty’
Daily Mail

‘Compelling’
    Sun

‘A twisty, gripping read ... 
impossible to put down.’

Meg Gardiner

THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER

Avon: (B format paperback) Front cover size: 129mm x 197mm

Spine  
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Illustration: Lucy Grossmith | Author lettering: Stephen Raw
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After causing a terrible accident, Izzy 
Dane’s life has lurched from one disaster 

to another. The final straw is when she 
realises that she and her fiancé Kieran want 

completely different things in life.

Swearing off men, she returns home to the 
cosy village of  Halfhidden, to stay with her 

eccentric Aunt Debo and her motley 
bunch of canine friends. 

But it turns out that Halfhidden is full 
of surprises – and one very dishy newcomer 

who makes Izzy’s quest for answers
rather more complicated than she could 

ever have anticipated . . .

‘Trisha at her best’
CAROLE MATTHEWS

‘One of the best writers around’
KATIE FFORDE
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@AvonBooksUK         Avon Books UK

Is there such 
a thing as

‘happy-ever-after’?
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  In a New York minute, everything can change ...
You don’t mess with aspiring journalist Holly 

Johnson! The man she fell for is not all that he seems 
– because sometimes dating online doesn’t quite go to 
plan. She’s decided to fly to the Big Apple to surprise 
him and to get some answers. And if her plan works 

she’ll also get the scoop of her career ...
 

But as she steps out of her yellow taxi and the
first snowflakes start to fall, it’s Holly who has 

the surprise of her life.
 

What should be a dream come true is looking a little 
like a nightmare. But Holly is determined to get her 

New York happy ending!

‘Full of warmth, humour and emotion … 
I guarantee you’ll love it!’ Melissa Hill

‘It bubbles and sparkles like pink champagne’
Patricia Scanlan

‘Brilliantly funny stuff’ Sun

Meet Me In Manhattan
C

laudia C
arroll

@carrollclaudia @AvonBooksUK         Facebook/ClaudiaCarroll

What if the one isn’t who you think he is?

Claudia Carroll
Manhattan

MeetMein

The Number One Bestseller
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@AmyLynchAuthor         Amy Lynch Author 

In the race to say 
‘I do’, it’s every bride

for herself!
Rebecca has chosen the most luscious, 

f ive-tiered, wedding cake. The wedding singer 
is on speed dial. The deposit on the white sand 
honeymoon is paid for in full on Barry’s card. 

The down payment for her couture gown 
may require her to sell a kidney, but isn’t

that why you have two?
 

But there’s one small problem: Barry is yet to 
propose. And now Rebecca’s feverish wedding 

plans have sent him bolting out the door! 
Depressed and alone, she’ll do anything to get 
back the man she loves. But what if Rebecca’s 
driven Barry into the arms of someone else? 

Will she ever  get to say ‘I do’. . . ?

Cover design: www.alicemooredesign.com
Cover photographs: Shutterstock

audio · ebook 

UK £6.99
*recommended price

ISBN 978-0-00-815227-7

9 780008 152277

HarperCollinsPublishers Meet 
the ultimate 

Bridezilla

AMY LYNCH

‘Exactly the kind of book I’d 
want to take on holiday with me’

CLAUDIA CARROLL
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